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Editorial 

Tue Presipent of the Library Association for 1929-30 will be Lord 
Balneil, the son of the Earl of Crawford, and it is ditheolt to think of a 
better choice. Lord Balneil has an admirable bibliographical ancestry 
— if we may so put it—seeing that his grandfather, the 26th Earl of 
Crawford, was President in 1898 ; and the Haigh Hall Library at the 
family seat is one of the noble private libraries of England. Lord 
Balneil is the Chairman of the Appeal Committee for the endowment of 
the School of Librarianship and so has already identified himself in a 
practical manner with the cause of libraries. 


* * * * 


We understand that progress is already marked in the programme 
of the Annual Meeting of the Library Association which, as our readers 
already know, is to be held at Brighton in the week commencing 

tember 9th. It is good news that Mr. H. D. Roberts, in whose 
hands as the local secretary so much of the business must necessarily 
rest, is again in health. Few men have deserved better or so well of 
this generation of librarians, although with the passage of time the 
fa&t is sometimes forgotten that Mr. Roberts was the praétical builder 
of the present system of professional library education. At the last 
meeting of the Council he was eleéted a Vice-President of the Library 
Association, an honour in which all whose memories go back twenty 
years will rejoice. 

* 7 

Among the B.B.C. Talks last month was one by Mr. L. Stanley 
Jast on “ Public Libraries in America,” which, as we he learned 
to from the speaker, was suggestive, picturesque and stimulating; 
library matters which is growing een the two countries. We 
were Struck with his assertion that in planning public buildings in 
England too little regard is had to their setting, whereas in America 
they are fitted into a properly chosen landscape. In England our 
libraries are usually allowed only room to stand upright. It was good 
to hear that at least three library systems in England could be quoted 
as worth comparison with any in America. t, we presume, is 
on their service, for no library buildings here achieve the oe 
of Cleveland, Detroit and Philadelphia, not to mention the New York 
Public Library. 


The eStablishment in conneftion with the profession of some 
sort of information bureau was never more necessary than it appears 
to be at present. We have frequently written upon the plague of 
questionnaires by means of which librarians endeavour to elicit infor- 
mation which they often need very badly. They are often sent out— 
probably by direct instru€tion of library committees—without proper 
use having been made of the printed and other available sources of 
information such as library year books and library reports; and we 
have seen a questionnaire recently addressed to librarians having 
branch libraries which would require for its proper answering a 
treatise of many pages. No library authority has any right to 
such a service gratuitously from the staff of another authority. 


* * * * 
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In the interest of the profession, however, the time has come 
when a file of current information in regard to the various faCtors in 
library administration should be made and operated from some 
central place. The Library Association offices are obviously indicated. 
At the present moment, however, we understand that that office is 
overwhelmed with the work of adjusting the organisation of the 
Association to the new Byelaws, and of getting on with the member- 
ship campaign upon which the very life of the Association at present 
depends. In the meantime we suggest a careful consideration of the 
ways in which a librarian can find out about such matters as scales 
of salaries, modes of qualification and their recompense, relative book 
funds, binding costs, the average life of a book, the extent of work 
done with children, co-operation between library and library, and so 
on. To mention one point only—salaries. Any librarian believing 
his salary to be too low asks a fellow librarian what he is getting. 
All the librarians are waiting upon one another to find out whether 
one is going better than another. Such a method is obviously obsolete 
and this applies to almost all other information that can be sought for 
about libraries. 

Our American friends must forgive us if we sometimes press the 
claim for a wider recognition of British librarianship. y may 
find it to be based upon our admiring envy of their achievements. 
But England has a definite contribution to make to librarianship, 
and when we learn that American students are coming over to study 
at the University of London School of Librarianship we feel that 
some at least of our American cousins realize this. 


* * 


A very important decision has been made by the Library Associa- 
tion. Hereafter no one will be allowed to sit for its examinations who 
is not a member of either the L.A. or the Association of Assistant 
Librarians. All who know that the examinational and educational 
work is carried on at a loss will agree that this step is just. As the annual 
subscription is now only about a half-guinea, there are few students 
who cannot afford to make this contribution towards their chosen 


profession. 


Our readers will feel a special interest in the announcement that 
Mr. Charles Rupert Sanderson, B.Sc., the librarian of the National 
Liberal Club, has been appointed assistant to Dr. George H. Locke, 
the chief librarian of Toronto Public Libraries. Mr. Sanderson has 
proved himself to be one of the most energetic, far-seeing and accom- 

lished of the younger school of librarians, and we shall be the poorer 
fe his going. The School of Librarianship will miss him especially, 
as his work there as leGturer has been quite distinguished. It is a 
matter of gratification to us that an imperial library has chosen him 
to be second in command, and that he will be one more representative 
of English librarianship overseas—fortunately for him in one of the 
best libeary cities of the Empire. 


* * * 


Le 
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By Kennetru G. Hunt, B.A., F.L.A. 
Supervisor of Branch Libraries, Tottenham. 


Tue efficient machine runs on well-oiled wheels. Wheels are the 
essential but oil facilitates rotation. Successful production of a modern 
commodity depends in the las degree upon a_ well-ordered 
sequence of co-ordinated impulses, each impulse the result of cal- 
culating endeavour, ruthlessly utilitarian and economical of time, 
labour and materials. No detail is too small for careful analysis, no 
expense too great that makes for efficiency and increased prestige. 
Other things being equal, it is the oiling of the wheels that counts 
in the marketing of commodities as well as in their manufacture, in 
the office as well as in the factory. Ann office suite in a modern business 
building is a revelation of purposeful ingenuity. Nothing likely 
to save time or labour is omitted, nothing likely to impress visitors 
is suppressed. 

It is notoriously a common weakness of the professional man 
to be above the ordinary minutiz of daily life. The notes of the pro- 
fessor are frequently unintelligible to anyone but himself and even he 
cannot always understand them. Many a hard-working doctor makes 
his life still more of a burden by the disarray of his desk and surgery. 
And as members of alearned profession we also make the too-frequent 
mistake of concentrating on the technical side of our labours and 
ignoring the many means whereby toil may be lightened and success 
made all the more complete. We fail to recognise, in fa&, the help 
afforded by judicious lubrication of the machinery. Our libraries 
are attaining a high standard of perfection: Reference Libraries, 
Lending Libraries, Children’s Libraries, Newsrooms, in a succession 
of post-war libraries, have incorporated all the most modern ideas 
making for a speedy and efficient service. But there is one depart- 
ment still capable of improvement—that where the administrative 
and technical work of the institution is carried on. Often this has 
no existence as a separate unit. Sometimes its main functions are 
performed in a room referred to as the “ work-room ” or the “ office,” 
though more usually the latter term is reserved for the librarian’s 
own little sanctum. Sometimes its quarters are designated as the 
“ Staff room” and sometimes visitors are told, even more vaguely, 
that they will be taken upstairs to see Mr. So-and-So or downstairs 
to see Mr. Somebody Else. In short,so far as the administrative work- 
ings of our libraries are concerned, there isa terrible confusion of ideas. 

The truth is that a library system of any size is composed of two 
distin@ but co-ordinating sections. On the one side there are the 
four or more departments to which the public is admitted and where 
the fruits of organised administration become visible, our point of 
contaé& with the public. On the other hand are the activities devoted 
to organising, maintaining and perfecting this service. These activities 
deserve as careful consideration in the planning of a library as the 
services they exist to control. 

The first desideratum in the housing of an administrative unit 
is a well arranged suite of offices. The word suite is used advisedly. 
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In most libraries of average size such administrative and technical 
work as is not carried on in one or other of the departments is per- 
formed in at least two different rooms, in many cases in three or four 
separate rooms, and often in even more. It is obviously an advantage 
that these rooms shall be placed close together. They should form 

of a suite of rooms planned to accommodate the work to be done 
in them. Their position should be as close as possible to the entrance 
hall, so that business visitors and, when necessary, readers, can 
immediately communicate with someone in authority without having 
to seck for a caretaker or take an assistant from his duties in one or 
other of the departments. They should also afford easy access to all 
parts of the building. The actual accommodation necessary will, of 
course, vary with the size of the staff, but in planning a new building 
as much allowance should be made for expansion in this direction as 
for expansion of the library service. The following suggestions des- 
cribe a desirable arrangement of rooms for an administrative staff 
consisting of a librarian, deputy, three of four seniors and a typist. 
Afterwards modifications will be indicated to suit the needs of smaller 
or larger Staffs. 

The first room, through which access is obtained to all the 
others, must be that in which visitors are received. It may open 
dire@ly off the entrance hall, it may be at the head of a short service 
Staircase within easy reach of all floors, or it may be at the end of a 
corridor, but the approach to it should be clearly indicated. It is all 
the easier to maintain such a room now that so many libraries employ 
a typist, for this is the typist’s obvious home. While engaged on her 
own particular work she is always on the spot to answer enquiries 
and put visitors into touch with the member of the staff required. 
The furniture should consist of a typewriting table; a table for the 
use of juniors engaged on any duty more conveniently performed 
with freedom from public interruption; chairs, including two or 
three for the use of visitors; a Stationery cupboard (it may well be 
the typist’s duty to look after all stationery and printing supplies) ; 
a correspondence file ; and either a cabinet, or drawers feted to the 
table, (a proper ——s desk would be really the best if not too 

ive), to hold current supplies of materials in constant use. 
Ciaiele. too, the room should be clean and bright and its papers, 
files and fittings arranged in an orderly way. 
ning off the typist’s, or general, office is the Chief’s room. 
This should have also an independent entrance, and its equipment 
should be left for its occupier to arrange according to his own indi- 
vidual tastes. There should certainly be a handsome bookcase, some 
tables, a well-equipped desk, two or three comfortable chairs, and, 
oh, ye gods of economy, a carpet! For the rest it should be left to the 


At the end of the ist’s room, and communicating with it, 
should be a room for sha ecpeapdineliens fitted up somewhat like 
the Chief’s but naturally not on so lavish and magnificent a scale! 

ing out of the third side of the typist’s office, and communicating 
also with the Deputy’s room should be the Process Office. This, 
as it is to house three assistants, should be larger than the typist’s 
office and Deputy Librarian’s rooms, which may well be fairly small. 
Each assistant should have his own table. All bookshelves should 


I 
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to their despatch for labelling, should move in series through seétions 
of shelving set apart to receive them at each stage of their prepara- 
tion for circulation. The wooden doors will prevent their unauthor- 
ised removal and conceal unsightly empty shelves when there happens 
to be no books wherewith to fill them. Here, too, the staff library 
may well be placed, as it will be under the constant supervision of 
responsible members of the staff. Plenty of cupboard space is another 
essential. There is always in any office a heterogeneous colleétion 
of odds and ends, registers, books, papers and stores that have to be 
retained either for audit or some other reason. All these should be 
out of sight behind cupboard doors. If possible, recesses should be 
contrived in the walls so that the cupboards do not encroach upon 
valuable floor space. Staff catalogue and stock register should also 
be placed here. 

Large tables to accommodate more than one person should be 
avoided, as it is difficult to demarcate the share of each. Every assis- 
tant should have his own table or desk, which should be sacrosané& 
to himself alone, and on it should be grouped the tools essential to the 
performance of his own particular duties. For convenience in the use 
of the telephone, or to facilitate the borrowing of reference books 
from one table to another, it will often be convenient to group them 
in pairs, their backs nearly touching, so that the assistants sit faci 
pod oye Be Everything should be done to facilitate easy and yore 
working. Plenty of drawers, cabinets and racks for storing files of 
papers, accounts or reviews, should be placed on each table or grouped 
on stands within immediate reach. It should be the aim, as far as pos- 
sible, so to order all accessories that the duties of each man can be 
performed without his having to leave his chair. This is not to pander 
to laziness but to make for efficiency. 

To the foregoing suggestions must be added a recommendation 
to make use of every possible labour saving device. A system of buzzers 
should enable the Chief to summon every occupant of the offices as 
need arises. The Deputy should be able to call the occupants 
of the Process and General Offices, and the senior staff in the Process 
Office should be able to summon the typist. The greatest labour saving 
instrument of all, the telephone, should be installed throughout the 
building. The switchboard is probably best placed in the lending 
library counter, where there is always someone in attendance, and 
extensions should be carried to all departments, and to the Chief’s — 
room, the Deputy’s room, and to the Process Office. It will probably 
not be necessary to have a telephone in the typist’s office if a system 
of bells is installed as has been suggested. 

In discussing the subje& of telephones it may be worth while 
pointing out that a system of Post Office line extensions is very much 
to be preferred to a private installation with only one Post Office line. 
The advantage of being able immediately to conneé& an incoming call 
to any member of the staff is an important consideration, and especially 
is this the case with calls from outlying branches, when little questions 
are continually cropping up in the daily routine which require a con- 
versation now with somcone in the central lending library, now 
with the reference assistant, and now with a member of the senior 
Staff. The cost of a Post Office extension line is only 36s. a year, and 
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not only is the money well laid out when the saving of time and trouble 
is considered, but in addition there is the further satisfaction of getting 
a great deal more use from the exchange line. If this is placed in the 
lending department, for an additional {9 a year five extensions can be 

rovided, connecting up the Lending, Reference and Children’s 

ibraries, Chief’s room, Deputy’s room and Process Office with each 
other and with the outside world. Whether the Branches should be 
linked direétly to the central bullding by private lines or whether 
they should be independently connected to the exchange depends 
upon the number of calls age cena each. The Post Office char, 
for private lines is reasonably p and their possibilities should be 
borne in mind. 

The arrangement and grouping of the four rooms described above 
provide accommodation for the best possible service, affording smooth 
working, easy supervision of all departments, privacy for the Chief 
and Deputy, and convenience for visitors. To allow for such a series 
of offices when a new library is being planned will not cost many 
hundreds of pounds (for in any case the staff have to work somewhere), 
and will only increase by a very small percentage the total cost of the 
building. Moreover it is obvious that a large return will be obtained 
for the initial outlay in the increased efficiency of the service and of 
the staff providing it. It may mean a little more trouble for the archi- 
tect, as he will have more to fit into the allotted space, but, if told this 
accommodation is essential, he will probably find means to provide it. 
In reorganizing and enlarging existing buildings the same principles 
may be followed, if not always in the disposition of the rooms at 
least in their individual equipment. For smaller staffs, modifications 
may be made. So long as there is a typist it is as well to preserve 
the general office as a buffer between all the others and irruptions 
from the outside world, but the Deputy’s room may be dispensed 
with and his desk installed in the Process Office. In the case of even 
smaller staffs, it will suffice to preserve two rooms only—the General 
Office and the Librarian’s room. In this case the second in command, 
and any other senior, will work in the General Office, which should 
then contain the chief features of the Process Office, as described 
above, in addition to its own special features. The advantage of 
special equipment will thus be retained and there will still be the 
further advantage of having a definite office for the reception of 
visitors and for enquiries. For staffs of a larger size than the one 
contemplated above it will be an easy matter to provide a larger 
Process Office or add further rooms as required. 

If such accommodation as has been here outlined does in some 
library systems involve an increase in expenditure it can only be 
asserted that the increase appears thoroughly justifiable and should 
be presented boldly to committees in that light. If it pays a business 
house to incur such expenditure it should pay a Library Committee 
to do so. A library is first and foremost an educational institution 
demanding technical qualifications. Secondly, it is certainly a business 
institution, controlling a specialised service, managing a large staff 
and incurring expenditure. Anything making for economies in time 
and labour should be encouraged. 

In addition there are various psychological factors which bear 
on the question. Work done anywhere there happens to be room 
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in which to do it will often be done in a careless and slipshod manner. 
If each man or woman is recognised as an important element of the 
administration, and his comfort cared for, his work will have all the 
more dignity in his own eyes for being thought worthy of the acces- 
sories provided to aid him in doing it. And if he begins to feel his 
work is of importance, and, what is more, recognised as of impor- 
tance, he will put his back into it all the more readily and make a much 
better thing of his own particular job. 

A further point, too, is the attitude to libraries of the ordinary 
layman. No one can say that we receive enthusiastic support from 
the public at large; vast numbers avail themselves of our services, 
but that is quite a different thing. When we try to make a noise 
about the importance of our work we find no tremendous answering 
reaction, neither from the Municipal Councillor nor from the man 
in the street, probably because the success of our efforts is so prob- 
lematical. There are no tangible results to show anyone. Statistical 
figures mean little to the average man. 

Nothing is so impressive as concrete facts. Much more 
can be done by reaching a man’s intelligence through his eyes than 
by any amount of logical reasoning. A visitor to the Librarian’s 
offices described above will be impressed. As he passes from one to 
the other of the four rooms he will see the outward signs of a busy 
and orderly routine. If he is himself a business man he will feel on 
familiar ground, he will see signs he can interpret. It will be ingrained 
in him that they are the usual concomitant to important and valuable 
activities and seeing the usual manifestations he will deduce the impor- 
tance of the activities. A work requiring such accessores, such equip- 
ment, and such organisation must be a work of certain value. “ie - 
thing introduced into the general scheme to strike a puculiedh 
professional note will be a further step in the right direGtion. He will 
realise that though he is on familiar ground there is still a something 
about library work not quite like anything he has ever met before. 
He can follow up to a point with sympathetic eyes, yet must he tread 

ily | 
The charatteristic note will necessarily be emphasised by the 
omnipresent printed book. The special equipment and furnishings 
of the tables in the Process Office will underline it still more. In this 
connection, perhaps, a pause may be made to deplore that no firm 
of library furnishers have as yet designed a really efficient desk or table 
for the library worker with space for reference books, atlases, stationery, 
a few catalogue-card drawers, racks for files of papers and periodicals, 
containers for books being worked on, and the usual miscellaneous 
colleé&tion of odds and ends that is certain to be accumulated. With 
= of such a kind our rooms would be really impressive 


What wonderful buildings our libraries would be if we could 
incorporate in them all the suggestions made from time to time for 
their improvement! Yet only by hoping and aiming for the unattain- 
able is progress made. If on our march forward we can spare a little 
attention for our “ work-rooms,” and focus at one point our admini- 
trative activities, our trouble will be repaid one hundred fold. Our 
—— are not easy to come by nowadays, and it is a pity 

work requiring such hardly-won attainments to be done in any 


| 
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hole or corner, up in the attic or down in the basement. We mut 
take a leaf from the book of our brother, the city merchant, or our 
cousin, the manufacturer, and see what we can do to improve the 
setting of our professional endeavours. Increased success and 
increased respe& will be our reward. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear CALLIMACHUS, 

Some men are born great, some achieve greatness, others have 
greatness thrust upon them. I have had, not greatness, but several 
even more desirable qualities thrust upon me. I am, firstly, 

An ENGAGING FELLow, 
) ice to be a religious individual,” and, by implication, I am a 
ie man.” The award of any one of these attributes should please 
me more than an O.B.E. or even an F.L.A. Hons. Dipl. (if that is the 
corre& designation); to acquire all of them at once is overwhelming. 
I can only laugh. 

No, Mr. Cranshaw, I am neither engaging—excepting occa- 
sionally when I engage in wordy warfare—nor religious, alas, nor 
good, nor a missionary nor a Methodist. Neither—since I mus 

ve some modicum of virtue—would I use such an expression, 
good old English though it might be, about “ pestilential scepticism ” 
or anything else. 

I can s thise with Mr. Cranshaw’s point of view but mus 
disagree with his contentions—or, shall I say, his interpretation of my 
contentions. Let me assert that I do not defend all that the Association 
has been or is doing. It has made a lot of mistakes, it has left undone 
many things that it ought to have done and vice versa. (Yes, though 
I am not religious I have been to church once or twice.) Has it not 
occurred to my critic that one of the reasons why the L.A. has been 
imperfeé& is the very fa& that many excellent men have 

Cur AND KICKED 
without restriction—.e., to say without effect, for if you would kick 
a man on the shins to any purpose you need the restriction of his 
shins. That, of course, is a mere twisting of words for which I 
apologise. Undoubtedly the L.A. has been influenced by pe 
outside the Association and will be, as he says, but nothing like so 
much as it has been by those inside it. That is only common sense. 
In the first place, how is the unattached person with views to make 
them known? He can’t attend meetings, excepting as a guest, he 
can’t vote for the Council or stand as a candidate. He can write to 
the papers about it and he can talk about it with others. But he is an 
outsider, and for that reason, though he may not appreciate the fa&, 
his arguments are to some extent prejudiced. When such a man comes 
to me and says the Library Association ought to do so and so I am 
tempted to ask him what the dickens that has to do with him. If I 
did, naturally he would reply that as a librarian the aétion of the 
Association affected him. To that would there be two answers ? 
No! Either the Association affe&ts him or it doesn’t. If it does he 
should exercise his share of the control and responsibility ; if it 
doesn’t he should mind his own business. Frankly, the critic who 


i 
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non-member cannot take _ in that discussion and he has no repre- 
sentative, but for that he only himself to blame now. 

Is not the prime funtion of the L.A. that of 

MAKING THE LrpraRY MoveMENT ExpREssIvE— 

of discussing the aims, needs, difficulties and values of librarianship 
and making them known to those dire€tly concerned as workers and 
to the world at large ? Its aétion and opinions should—and I believe 
do—represent the concensus of opinion of those engaged in library 
work. Mr. Cranshaw will be up in arms at this but I purposely provoke 
him because if they do not it can only be because either the majority of library 
workers are not members or the members are not electing the right councillors 
and officers. Tf so the remedy is obvious. 

To come now to other points. My critic has a strange idea of 

LoYALryY. 

He seems to see no medium between meekly “ supporting a cause 
irrespective of its value ” and absolute aloofness. Does he imagine 
that the members of the L.A. Council have placidly agreed to agree 
with one another ? Does he think that they come to decisions without 
innumerable keen and often heated discussions ? Of course, I cannot 
be positive as I have never been present at any of these august assem- 
blies, but I know most of the men and they are by no means of sub- 
missive disposition, nor is their morality that of the herd. No, Mr. 
Cranshaw, there is plenty of disagreement in the Association, which 
is the proper _ for such disagreement to be thrashed out. The 

tson who fights his case in the proper courts, is overruled by his 

ows, and then “ fouls his own nest,” is a bad loser who would 
soon get the cold shoulder because he is a danger to his cause, because 
he shows conceit, and because in nine cases out of ten he’ll be wrong. 
On the other hand, the keen debater who fights his hardest and accepts 
the verdi& is the aif teed of There are 
several such in the L.A. 

As to the Carnegie Grant, I can only say that I, too, that 
the L.A. should ever have seeded to accept any outside aid. But why 
did it need? Simply and solely because there were too many mean 
or apathetic or misguided people who did not join and subscribe their 
share of funds which have been used, to some fair extent, for their 
benefit. As to the conditions of the grant—if those “ who are invited 
to come into your little ring” had come in before they would have 
been able to —- their opinions before those conditions were 
accepted. It is s impertinence for any man who could have been 
a member before and wasn’t to express any opinion whatever on the 


GROUSER, 
that is to say, a destructive critic, a useless person, a busybody. I am | 
sorry to be so blunt. ; 

Secondly, it is the Association’s business to express the views j 
of its members, not of those who are not. This again is only common | 
sense. It may be that every individual member does not agree with 2 
everything the Association does ; it may be that every member of the 
Council does not agree with his colleagues. In this world, however, ‘ 
affairs can only be conducted by majority decisions arrived at after 
discussion by all the people concerned or their representatives. The 
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Lastly, if Mr. Cranshaw really thinks that the new i 
scheme is a “ revision along the old lines” I can only suggest that 
“a most salutary correétive”” would be Mr. Silas Q. Brown’s essay 
on “ How to Understand a —— Proposition ” in his “ Studies in 
the gentle art of avoiding misunderstandings,” published in Patagonia 
in 1895 and now out of print and quite unobtainable. I am not trying 
to be funny—but it is useless to argue about matters of fad. 

Yours, 


ARISTONYMUS. 


[We do not wold ourselves res ible for the opinions of the writers of 
‘Lerrers on Our Arrairs.”—Editor, THe Lrsrary Wor p.] 


Personal News 


Mr. J. Faraday, Deputy Librarian, Hornsey, to be Chief Librarian, 
vice T. Johnston, who retires on March 31$t. 


Mr. W. M. Dickie, M.A., Ph.D. (four L.A. Certificates), of the 
Cambridge University Library, has been appointed Assistant Reference 
Librarian of the Public Libraries. 

Mr. W. J. Creed, Deputy Librarian, Fulham Public Libraries, 
has been appointed Chief Librarian, Fulham. 

Mr. F. Seymour Smith, F.L.A., Chief Assistant, Bethnal Green 
Public Library, and Hon. Editor The Library Assiffant, has been 
appointed Deputy Librarian, Hornsey. 

Mr. C. Rupert Sanderson, B.Sc., F.L.A., Librarian, National 
Liberal Club, and Le@urer in Library Administration, University 
College School of Librarianship, has been appointed Assistant to 
Dr. Locke at Toronto Public Libraries. 


Society of Public Librarians 
Tue Annual Dinner of the Society of Public Librarians was held at 
the Holborn Restaurant on February zoth, when a large company 
sat down under the chairmanship of Mr. D. McDougall (Plaistow), 
this year’s President of the Society. The toast, “‘ Our Society, coupled 
with the name of the President,” was given by Mr. F. E. Chennell 
illesden), and other toasts were “‘ The Ladies,” proposed by Mr. 
. A. Hatcher (Canning Town) and “ The Visitors,” submitted by 
Mr. W. Hynes (Kensal Rise). A capital after-dinner entertainment 
was provided, among those contributing being Miss Elsie Chambers 
(Contralto), Miss Hilda Gray (Elocutionist), Mr. Edward Nichol 
(Tenor), Mr. Charles Wreford (Entertainer) and Mr. F. W. Sutton 
(Pianist). The function was a thoroughly enjoyable one. 


“ 


DUNN & WILSON, Ltd. 


ON BOOK SEWING 


We own the most up-to-date plant for lining books 
every leaf, therefore we do not require to oversew books when it 


is inadvisable to do so. 


We own the most up-to-date plant for oversewing 
books, therefore we do not require to line books every leaf when 


it is inadvisable to do so. 


Perfe&lly oversewn books are produced by us as quickly 
as are books lined every leaf, therefore we are not compelled to 


adbere to one method of sewing. 


Each book is sewn by us in the method best suited to 
the quality of the paper, so as to ensure the longest service. 


It is as absurd to sew books to one specification 
as it is to use one medicine to cure all ills. 


BELLEVUE BINDERY 


FALKIRK 


SCOTLAND 


English Literary 
History & Bibliography 
By Jonn Gerarp O’LEarY. 
With a Foreword by R. A. 
Peddie. Crown 8vo, cloth, 
quup of bis oad the 


time shows considerable powers of 
criticism . . . The book . . . may be 


Library Methods 

By Joun Warner, F.L.A., 
Chief Librarian, Newport 
Public Libraries. With a Fore- 
word by L. Srantey Jasr, 
F.L.A., City Librarian, - 
chester Public Libraries. 

cl.,demy 8vo, illus. 12s.6d. net 


GRAFTON & CO. 
Corric House, 51 Great Russe Sr, 
Lonpon, W.C.1 


Do Not OVERLOOK 
DAY’S SPECIAL 


DISCOUNT SALE 
UNTIL APRIL toth 


Book-Want Lists always 
receive prompt attention. 


Extensive Stock of Clean 

Surplus Library Books, 

etc., always available on 
our shelves. 


&@ Write or ’Phone Grosvenor 2119, for 
lateft Sale lift and Trade terms. 


DAY’S CIRCULATING 


LIBRARY LTD. 
96 Mount Street, Park Lane 
London, W.1 


| 
commended to the Student | two 
—Times Literary Supplement. 
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Library Topics 


Bermondsey. 

The new Reference at the Central Library is well 
on the road towards completion. An additional wing to contain 
Staff Workrooms, Public Le&ure Hall and Pi€ture Gallery is now in 
course of erection. 


Bethnal Green. 


The Bethnal Green Children’s Library has now a stock of 15,000 
vols. and an average daily issue of nearly 500. A recent competition 
carried out on “ What Children Read ” under certain conditions had 
a curious result. The children were asked to name the six books they 
would choose if condemned to spend twelve months on a desert 
island. ‘The result was :—1st, Robinson Crusoe, with 292 votes ; 
2nd, Treasure Island, 223 votes; 3rd, Coral Island, 90 votes. Eleven 
hundred children took part in the competition. 


Brighton. 

A delightful exhibition of works by Sussex artists is being held 
in the Brighton Art Gallery. The exhibition has been arranged by 
Mr. Henry D. Roberts, the Direétor, and will remain open until 
March 24th. 


Burnley. 

An interesting Catalogue of Music and Literature relating to 
Music in the Edward Stocks Massey Library has just been issued by 
Burnley Public Libraries Committee. Price 6d. The Edward Stocks 
Massey Music Library was eStablished in August, 1924, by means of 
the generous bequest made to the town by the late Mr. E. Stocks 
Massey. 

Cardiff. 

The Branch Library at Grangetown which has been entirely 
re-modelled was opened by the Lord Mayor of Cardiff on Wednesday, 
February 2oth, in the presence of a large and distinguished gathering. 
Special cars met the guests at the City Hall and conveyed them to 
Grangetown. Tea was afterwards provided by the kind invitation 
of the Lord Mayor. 


Croydon. 
The Croydon Corporation has decided to ere& a Branch Library 
at Norbury. The estimated cost is £16,000. 


Gateshead. 

An account of the ceremony held in conneétion with the Cen- 
teaary of Thomas Bewick, the Tyneside engraver, is contained in the 
Gateshead Library Record. This journal also contains a well annotated 
lis of books recently added to the Library. 
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Guildford. 

The question of proper library facilities for Guildford has recently 
been under discussion in the Surrey Advertiser. It seems, however, that 
a certain amount of veneration for the Guildford Institute will prevent 
any further steps being taken towards improved facilities. 


Haywards Heath. 

A proje& is on foot to provide a library centre at Haywards 
Heath. This will be run in connection with the Sussex County Library 
Scheme. 


Hendon. 


The foundation stone of the New Central Library was laid by the 
Chairman of the Libraries Committee on Saturday, February 23rd. 


Kent County Libraries. 

The Kent Education Committee have just published a Classified 
Catalogue of the Libraries, excluding Fiction, Music and Drama. 
This catalogue is published at 1s., including postage. It runs into 
390 pages and is altogether a very fine piece of work. Miss Cooke 
is to be congratulated on her achievement. 


King’s Lynn. 

The Readers’ Quarterly for February contains an excellent article 
on Thomas Baines, artist, traveller and explorer. A short booklist 
for a series of leCtures on “‘ Great British Explorers ” that are being 
= in the distri&, and a recent additions-list, make up an excellent 

ittle journal. 


Kingston. 

A most interesting programme of lectures for the session com- 
mencing January 22nd and ending March 26th has been issued. The 
series consists of ten leftures held weekly on varying subjects, many 
being illustrated with lantern slides. 


Leeds. 


Leeds leads the way (excuse the pun, Mr. Editor). They certainly 
do in the matter of reading lists. Their latest venture is a charming 
series of handbooks that remind us somewhat of the A.L.A. Reading 
with a Purpose series. The four to hand consist of the second series 
of “ What to Read.” They are: Zoology, by J. Arthur Thomson ; 
Biology, by W. J. Dakin; Modern History, by Sir C. Grant 
Robertson and “ Evolution of Music,” by E. Newman. It will be 
remembered that the first series consi of Psychology, by Wm. 
McDougall; Citizenship, by Rt. Hon. H. A. L. Fisher; English 
Economic History, by G. D. H. Cole; and Evolution, by Prof. J. 
Arthur Thomson. We understand that Psychology and Evolution 
The ane iomed ot the model a 
3d. each. 
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Le W is ham. 
The Central Library ing and Reference Departments are 
now being re-organised under the Access System, a new Lending 
t having been ereéted on vacant ground at the rear. The 
Committee have under consideration the provision of a Branch to 
serve the Downham Batate and i 


Library Association. 

The movement in favour of the union of library societies is 
progressing. The Council of the Birmingham and Distri@ Library 
Association is recommending to its members the acceptance of the 
L.A. scheme, with some slight modifications, one of which is that the 
Association should become a branch in the full meaning of the term. 
The A.A.L. Council is inviting opinions from its branches and the 
outlook is hopeful. The consummate ability with which the A.A.L. 
Council have handled this question—not acting precipitately, but 
enquiring firs—promises well for the influence of this body in 
the L.A., if it should vote in favour of union and take part adtively 
in the work. At the joint meeting of the North-Western Branch of 
the L.A. and the A.A.L. at Bolton, it was announced that the North- 
Western A.A.L. were in favour of union. This means that the North- 
West is solid for union. It is gratifying to record the whole-hearted 
efforts of the N.W. Branch of the L.A. in favour of union; this 
branch has always been a most vigorous critic and supporter of the 
L.A., a reforming and stimulating outlier of the main body. The fa@ 
that it feels its place within the L.A. to be one of influence and power 
will do much to persuade distri€ associations to come into the fold. 
The North Midland Library Association and the Scottish County 
Library Circle are also in sympathy with the proposed union. If 
the union can be effeéted at Brighton this meeting will be historic. 


Middlesbrough. 

The final instalment of the t to Middlesbrough for books 
will be paid in April. {£750 has et been received, and these now 
remains a sum of {250 to make up the grant of £1,000. It was 
Stated emphatically at a recent meeting of the Corporation that more 
money would have to be found if the present high state of efficiency 
of the library service was to be maintained. 


Northampton. 

A new and very successful Plays Department has recently been 
inaugurated at the Public Library. This department and other activities 
of the Public Library services are the subject of a most eulogistic article 
in the Northampton Opera House Magazine. 


Rawtenstall. 
The Carnegie United Kingdom Trustees have made a grant of 
£500 to the Library for expendi on books. 


Sheffield. 
In the recent additions list No. 17 the Chief Librarian has used 
the recent great frost as a theme in the notes. The newly-fitted and 


a 


reorganised branch at Hillsborough will be ready for the end of 
March. A Wireless Discussion Group has been formed at the Walkley 
Branch Library. 


Sunderland. 

An exhibition of British Photography from the Professional 
Photographers’ Association of Great Britain and Ireland is being 
held in the Art Gallery from the 26th January to the 1oth March. 
A number of early examples of Electric Lamps are on temporary 
exhibition in the Museum in celebration of the soth Anniversary of 
the Invention of the Eleftric Incandescent Lamps by Sir Joseph Wilson 
Swan, F.R.S., who was born in Sunderland, 1828. 


Swinton and Pendlebury. 


The Carnegie United Kingdom Trustees have granted the sum 
of £600 to the Book Fund. The grant is conditional upon the library 
being reorganised, a Children’s Department being provided and the 
Open Access System adopted. 


Tottenham. 
The committee have under consideration a scheme for the 
provision of a further Branch Library. 


Walthamstow. 


A Catalogue of Books Added to stock during the year 1928, 
exclusive of Poetry, Drama, Music and Fiction, has been issued by 
the Public Library. It contains a full index to subjeés. 


Wandsworth. 


Tenders are now being asked for for the reorganization of 
Wandsworth’s remaining Libraries on the Open Access System. 


Reports 


ABERDEEN Public Library.—44th Annual Report, 1927-1928. Popu- 
lation, 158,969. Librarian, G. M. Fraser, J.P., F.L.A. Rate, 1§d. 
Income, £8,928. Stock: Lending, 45,188; Reference, 62,789. 
Additions, 3,828. Withdrawals, 1,251. Issues: Lending, 277,375 ; 
Reference, 23,024. Delivery Station, 20,251. Borrowers, 10,955. 

In many respeéts the year just closed has been one of the most su and 
useful in the library’s history. Among the outStanding faéts the following call 
for special mention. Although no increase in the rate has been imposed yet the 
income was the highest, and the amount available for the purchase of reading matter 
the most liberal of any year since the library was opened. The total number of 
borrowers and the issues both show substantial increases. The Juvenile Depart- 
ment continues its great work and is always the centre of delightful interest for 
thousands of school children in the city. A new edition of the catalogue of the 

Brisrot Public Libraries—Annual Report for the year 1927-1928. 
Population, 376,975. City Librarian, L. Acland Taylor, F.L.A. 
Total Stock, 229,312. Additions, 11,837. Withdrawals, 3,961. 
Issues: Lending, 1,062,358; Reference, 106,142; Library of 
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Commerce, 9,915 ; Blind Readers, 255 ; School Libraries, 29,282. 
library service was the of another 

A further it of the was opening 
branch lihewy, Of wich this report has some excellent photographs. During 
the few months it has been working the new library has enrolled over 3,000 
borrowers. The Library of Commerce continues to be appreciated and pw 
manent collection has been strengthened by the acquisition of nearly 300 
works. Half-hour talks to school children have been given on Friday afternoons 
in the Reference Library and it is estimated that by this means upwards of 3,300 
children have been introduced to this most useful department. Among — 
valuable gifts received last year was a copy of the first edition of Schiller’s 
“ Wallenstein,” translated by S. T. Coleridge. 

Sr. Maryiesone Public Library.—Report of the Public Library 
Committee for 1927-1928. Population, 104,173. Borough Librarian, 
Duncan Gray, F.L.A. Rate, 0.36d. Income, £3,987. Stock: 
Lending, 30,547, Reference, 3,233. Additions, 5,166. Withdrawals, 
2,332. Issues: Lending, 211,554; Children’s Library, 34,284; 
Reference, 98,029 (0) shelves, 32,648). Borrowers, 11,295. 

This rt contains a brief statement of the aims and duties of public libraries. 
The Borough Council have acquired the remaining portion of the island site upon 
which the Town Hall now Stands, for public library and general . This 
is a great Step towards the provision of an adequate library service for the Borough. 
The congestion at the library at present is a source of great inconvenience to both 
Staff and public. It is proposed to publish a catalogue of music, which is one of 
the most widely used seétions of the library, during the coming year. Two suc- 
cessful art ‘exhibitions were held last year. Co-operation has been eStablished, with 
good results, between the library and a number of other local educational institu- 
tions. 


A Book-Sele&tion Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


Tue Susyecr INDEx To PERIODICALS, 1927. Royal quarto, cloth, 

pp. x., 598. London, The Library Association (Agents: 
and Co.), 1929. £3 10s. net. 

The present volume indexes <a nee | six hundred periodicals, chiefly 
English and American, with a small proportion ot Continental periodicals, including, 
in all, some 23,000 entries. The authors’ names now precede the titles of the 
articles, which arrangement facilitates speedy reference. Work is being carried 
on to complete the still existing gap in the Index from the close of 1922 when the 

te Class Lists ended with Part K, Science and Technology, ihe that year. 
the volumes for 1923 to 1925 are published the Index will be completely 
available from 1915, when it first appeared. 

Whitaker’s Cumutative Boox Lisr Annual Volume, 1928. A 
Classified List of Publications issued from January to December, 
1928, together with an extended index to Authors, Titles, Pub- 
lishers and Prices. 4to, cloth, pp. xx., 334. London, Whitaker, 
1929. net. 

This volume is a considerable improvement on and enlargement of the corre- 
sponding volume of last year. The index now shows, at a glance, publisher, price 
and seétion under which the full entry will be found, this saving much time in turm- 
Tue YEARBOOK OF THE UNIVERSITIES OF THE Empire, 1929. Edited 

by T. S. Sterling, M.A., and published for the Universities 

Bureau of the British ire. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xiv., 852. 

London, Bell, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

This work is now in its fifteenth year and continues Steadily to increase in 
usefulness. The faé that invaluable help has been accorded by the official Registrars 


ire! =A 
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in the Universities the book authoritative 
gives an 


STANDARD CATALOG FoR Pusiic Lisraries. BroGRApHy SECTION. 
Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged. First Supplement. 
Compiled by Minnie Earl Sears. 8vo, wrappers, pp. vi., 14. 
New York, 1928. soc. 

The supplement follows the arrangement catalogue has a separate 
analytical index. It coals ninety-five books fully annotated. 7 
Orcurr (William Dana) Master Makers of the Book. Being a con- 

secutive Story of the book from a century before the invention 
of printing through the era of the Doves Press. Frontis. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 270. London, Allen and Unwin, 1929. 8s. 6d. net. 

Takes the reader through the manuscript period to the invention of printing 
and the evolution of the Printed Book under Aldus Manutius. Contains chapters 
—_— famous presses, among which may be noted Stephanus, Geoffroy 
Tory, Plantin, Elzevier, Bodoni, Ibarra, Baskerville and Kelmscott, and the 
Cobden-Sanderson and Emery Walker. There is a short “ bibliography,” really 
no more than a reference list, from which several important works appear to be 
lacking, and an index, from which English printers, notably Wynkyn de Worde 
and John Day, appear conspicuous by their hesam, The work is excellent when 
regarded as a series of essays rather than as a consecutive story of the Book. 
Trape Union Documents. Compiled and edited with an Intro- 

du&ion by W. Milne-Bailey. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xxvii., 552. 
London, Bell, 1929. 8s. 6d. net. 

An important work dealing with the History of the Trade Union Movement, 
its rise and activities. This book is divided into four —_ each showing a different 
side or aspe& of the movement. The compiler is Secretary of the Research and 
Economic Department of the Trades Union Congress. 

Wittman (F. A.) Banking as a Career. A Practical Guide for Junior 
Bank Clerks and for Aspirants to Banking Appointments both 
at Home and Abroad. 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 136. London, 
Pitman, 1929. 3s. 6d. net. 

Contains valuable information for all those who are desirous of en’ the 
banking profession and a full set of examination papers of The Institute of Bankers, 
England, Scotland and Ireland. The author is a certificated Associate of the 
In$titute of Bankers, London. 

Prrman’s CRAFT-FOR-ALL Serres. Illus. Cr. 8vo, boards. London, 
Pitman, 1929. 2s. 6d. net each :— 

Branp (Violet) Practical Flower Making. pp. viii., 106. 

Dane (M.) Home Upholstery. pp. xii., 98. 

Epwarps (Isabel M.) Praétical Glove Making. pp. x., go. 
Lrrrieyouns (Idalia B.) Prints and Patterns. pp. xii., go. 

Sir (F. R.) Praétical Leatherwork. pp. xii., 104. 


Prruan’s Homecrarr Serres. Illus. Cr. 8vo, boards. London, 
Pitman, 1929. 2s. 6d. net. 
Lrrrie (W. B.) Handicraft in Plywood. pp. xii., 116. 

In issuing these remarkable series Messrs. Pitman have undoubtedly filled a 
long-felt want. As a rule these small handbook series are scrappy and the informa- 
tion contained therein is on the meagre side. This is not so, however, in the series 
under review. Subjeéts are dealt with in just the style that is likely to appeal to the 
teader. It would indeed be interesting to discover the library that will not put these 
books on its shelves. 

Berr (Henry) Studies in Literature. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 194. London, 
Epworth Press, 1929. 5s. net. 

These essays cover a great deal of ground new to the a reader. Few 

afe acquainted with the work of Walther van der Vogelweide, of Dora Greenwell, 


. | 

j 
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or of Jaufre Rudel. They can read here also of Theophile Gautier and John 

Davidson. Other critical Studies are entitled “‘ What is Poetry?” “ The 

Anthology ”’ and “‘ Evangelical Religion and Literature.” 

Graso (Carl H.) The Technique of the Novel. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 
xviii., 332. London, Scribner, 1928. 6s. net. 

Is it possible to teach authors how to write novels ? No, because there are 
no fules. But it is possible to open their eyes to certain faétors in other writers’ 
work which will help them in moulding perfe&ting their own. 

Cox (E. Marion) Mental Handicaps in Literature. With Foreword 
by Theo. B. Hyslop. Sm. 8vo, cloth, pp. xi., 94. London, 
Bailliere, Tindall and Cox, 1929. 3s. 6d. net. 

This new volume in the Mental Handicaps Series deals with the psychology 
of the problems confronting the author who is struggling for expression. Chapters 
are concerned especially with the inhibitions and effects consequent on heredity, 
forms of alcoholic stimulus, poverty and ba@erial infection of a chronic nature. 
McCutxaGu (Captain Francis) Red Mexico. Illus. Demy 8vo, cloth, 

pp. xxiv., 336. London, Brentano, 1928. 15s. net. 

Deals with the author’s personal experiences in Mexico during 1927. Shows 
how Mexico as a state is heading for a smash, and gives to the world a clear account 
of the recent Catholic persecutions by the Mexicans. 


Tuomas (Lowell) Raiders of the Deep. Illus. Demy 8vo, cloth, 
pp. xii., 364. London, Heinemann, 1929. tos. 6d. net. 
to to lo ships in great war, including Story captain crew 
that nary the Tusitenia. As thrilling a record as the author’s well-known “ Sea 
Devil.” Photographic illustrations add greatly to the interest of the volume. 


Tuappevus (Victor) Voltaire. Genius of Mockery. Illus. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 292. London, Brentano, 1928. 21s. net. 

The author tells his sory Aap Voltaire graphically in the present tense. He 
piétures not only the man but his environment, not only his time but praétically his 
epoch. For those who care to read their biographical history hot from the pen of 
one who blithely wields superlatives and expletives here is a fresh light on the 
greatest French genius of the eighteenth century, whose way “ to most is hid.” 


Mowar (R. B.) The Life of Lord Pauncefote. First Ambassador to 
the United States. Portrait. 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 306. London, 


Constable, 1929. 16s. net. 

Gives important details and historical events that occurred during the later 
years of the nineteenth century. Describes life at the Legation and Embassy at 
Washington. A remarkable biography of a remarkable man. 


EutenserG (Herbert) The Hohenzollerns. Translated by M. M. 
Bozman. Illus. 8vo, cloth, pp. 350. London, Allen and Unwin, 
1929. net. 

A remarkable book dealing with the rise and fall of the house of Hohenzollern 
from Frederick I., Eletor of Brandenburg, to date. The author is a pacifist and a 
playwright. 

TARKINGTON (Booth) The World Does Move. An Autobiographical 
Narrative. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 294. London, Heinemann, 1929. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Though the world “ goes on for ever,”’ the surface changes during the begin- 
ning of the twentieth century have been considerable and the author has succeeded 
in showing the attitude of the last generation towards the views of the present- 
day young men and women—shall we say more especially the women? Music, 
language, conveyances, food, clothes, entertainments and manners—each receives 
its turn in this interesting comparison of the present-day modes with those of the 
last quarter of the nineteenth century. 
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FICTION. 


Bowen (Elizabeth) The Last September. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 312. 
London, Constable, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

The author has the gift of portraiture. Her figures, Lois, Laurence, the unfor- 
tunate Gerald, the Naylors, the Montmorencys and the other occupants of Daniels- 
town, stand out clearly in an Irish background of unrest. 

Curistiz (Agatha) The Seven Dials Mystery. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 276. 
London, Collins, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

Miss Agatha Christie has woven a myStery and murder story with her usual 
considerable skill. A secret chamber, seven masked figures who are not all they 
seem, and an ingenuous heroine are welded into a complicated plot. 

Drerser (Theodore) Jennie Gerhardt. A Novel. 8vo, cloth, pp. 
368. London, Constable, New Uniform Edition, 1928. 7s. 6d. 


net. 

Every library should have a place on its shelves for this set of Dreiser’s works. 
FiercuHer (R. J.) and McLacuian (Alex.) Half Devil, Half Tiger. 

Cr. 8vo, cloth, Pp. 318. London, Murray, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

Dope smugglers, wild beasts, a dazzlingly beautiful woman, a fiend of the name 
of Regules and two brothers, one of whom is «noted criminologist, take sides ina 
wat of crime, in which the criminals are put to rout. 

HERGESHEIMER (Joseph) The Happy End. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 312. 
London, Heinemann, 1920. Re-issued 1929. 3s 6d. net. 

A re-issue of seven short Stories which will be welcomed by this author’s 
many admirers. 

Hever (Georgette) The Black Month. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 326. 
London, Heinemann, 1929. 3s. 6d. net. 

of Bohea, of duels, dice, cards, highway robbery and fair mistresses to be met at 
the Pump Rooms in Bath; and, before all, of the wooing and loss of Diana by 
His Grace of Andover. 

Jepson (Edgar) and Cievety (Hugh) The Man with the Amber Eyes. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 312. London, Jenkins, 1928. 7s. 6d. net. 
The pursuit of treasure in the shape of one hundred thousand pounds’ worth 

i i novi t in order to intrigue jaded reader. 

lost of the heroine’s uncle. = 

Lane (Gret) The Cancelled Score Mystery. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 314. 
London, Herbert Jenkins, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

An amazing Story of a ing house, of which the paying guests get involved 
in a murder case that takes place next door. A young woman plays the amateur 
deteftive and helps to elucidate the m of the two victims whose faces have 
been branded respeétively “‘ Murderer ’’ and “ Blackmailer.”’ 

Lott (Pierre) Jerusalem. Translated from the French by W. P. 
Baines. Illus. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. vi., 212. London, Werner 
Laurie, Popular Edition, 1929. 6s. net. 

Lot1 (Pierre) Madame Prune (La Troisieme Jeunesse de Madame 
Prune). Translated from the French by S. R. C. Plimsoll. Illus- 
Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. vi., 240. London, Werner Laurie, Popular 
Edition, 1929. 6s. net. 

Lott (Pierre) Morocco (Au Maroc). Translated from the French by 
W. P. Baines. Illus. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 332. London, 
Werner Laurie, Popular Edition, 1929. 6s. net. 

Three new volumes in this excellent edition of the works of Pierre Loti. 
The translations are satisfa€tory and it is to be hoped that every library will make 
a point of keeping the set up to date as additional volumes make their appearance. 
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Lownoss (Mrs. Belloc) One of Those Ways. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 294. 
Papen Heinemann, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 
taham, comes to the 
Reep (Edward Charles) The Strangler. Cr. 8vo, prot pp. 288. 
—— John Long, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 
myStery of a man-monkey 
Unpser (Sigrid) The Snake Pit. Translated from the N i 
Arthur G. Chater. 8vo, buckram, pp. 302. London, > 
1929. os. 6d. net. 

The author was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1928, and it is not 
surprising that interest is being taken in England in her work. Snake Pit, a 
powerful psychological study of a man who has sinned and suffers punishment, 
appeared in its original form in 1925. 

Van Druren (John) Young Woodley. A Novel. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 328. London, Putnam, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

This novel, based on the well-known play of the same name, is certain to 
receive a hearty welcome. Indeed, three reprints have already been called for. 
The book should live as a faithful study of public school life, a ing as it docs 
to those who, in these rather cynical days, see the freshness ty of youthful 
love unspotted by ulterior motive. 

JUVENILES. 


Brnpioss (Harold) The Boys of Wildcat Ranch. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 244. London, Wells Gardner, 1929. 3s. 6d. net. 

A Story of British Columbia in which the hero goes bush ranchi ee 
solid work ubiquitous and adventure comparatively rare. The 

labour is won, however. 

McNett (Everett) With Kit Carson in the Rockies. A Tale of the 
Beaver Country. Illus. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 334. London, 
Chambers, (1929). 3s. 6d. net. 

is to know about beaver tra; buffalo hunting and bear-shooting is 
also a mystery which is satisfattorily solved. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


BULLETIN OF THE AMERICAN Liprary AssocraTIon, Vol. 23, No. 1, 
January, 1929; More Books, THe BULLETIN OF THE Boston 
Pusiic Lrsrary, January, 1929; THe (BULLETIN OF THE 
Cuicaco Pusiic Lrsrary, January, 1929, and February, 1929) ; 
BuLLETIN OF THE GRAND Raprips Pusiic Lrsrary, Vol. 24, 
No. 6, November-December, 1928 ; INDIAN LrsraRy JOURNAL, 
Vol. IL., No. 1, December, 1928; Reapers’ Ink, INDIANAPOLIS 
Lrerary Service, Vol. VII., No. 5, January, 1929; THe Lrsrary 
Journat, Vol. 54, No. 2, January 15, 1929, and No. 3, February 1, 
1929; SuRPRISING STATEMENTS FROM RECENT Books, Second 
Series, Newark Public Library, New Jersey, 1929; AMONG 
Our Booxs,a Selected List of New Books in the Carnegie Library 
of Pittsburgh, Vol. 34, No. 1, January, 1929, and No. 2, February, 
1929; Sr. Lours Pustic Lrsrary Monrniy New 
Series, v. 27, No. 1, January, 1929; ZENTRALBLATT Fur Brsi0- 
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Library Association Examinations 


MAY, 1929. 
Tue dates fixed for the next examinations are as follows :— 
Monday, May 27th, 1929 ons Section 3—Classification. 
Tuesday, 1929 ooo Section 4—Cataloguing. 
Wednesday, May 29th, 1929... on Section 5—Library Organisation. 
Thursday, May 30th, 1929 eee oe «» Section 6—Library Routine. 
urday, t, ade «+ Section 2— t bliograph 
ither Book Selection o 


Palaeography and the “Archive Sciences. 
mR entries for the Examinations must be —— the official form and sent to the office 
of the Library Association, 26-27, Bedford Square , W.C.1., not later than March 31st, after 
which date no applications will be entertained. 
NOTES : Regarding Section 1 (English ineny History). 
For this, and also for the December —— there will be alternative subjects for the 
Period in — Literary History, name 
Wordsworth and his circle ; ‘with tpocial study of “ The Prelude.” 


-1860. 


and Selection 
‘alaeograph Sciences. 


The Library Association December 
Examinations, 1928 


SECTION 1.—ENGLISH LITERARY HISTORY. 


Ny my sat - Honours none, Merits 5, Passes 46. 

MERITS.—Beach, G. E East Ham; French, Miss M. E., Barking; Hammond, J., Man- 
chester ; Hopkins, Miss R. R.E Bracknell, Berks. ; M. T., Birmingham. 

PASSES.—Ashworth, T., Bolton ; M., Newcastle-on-Tyne ; s., 
Sheffield; Bennett, C., WwW on ; Black burn, Mise” E., Blac kburn; Bourne, Miss D. K., 
Manchester ; Brown, Miss B. L., irmingham ; Brown, J. G., "Bradford ; Bull, Miss M. L., Rugby j 3 
Caul, R. a3 Aberystwyth ; Causey, Miss S., Wigan ; Chadwick, Miss W., Manchester ; C 
Miss H. , Glasgow ; Cooks, Miss K. M., Birmingham ; Cunningham, Miss N. , a Sunderland : 
Eastoe, Miss O. H., Great Yarmouth ; Ellis, Miss F. B., Ipswich ; rn. Miss M. J., Glasgow ; 
Firth, Miss L. C., Heywood ; Hastings, Miss E., Glasgow ; ite Loe 2 Oxford ; Horrocks, 
S. H., Bolton; Housby, i. jJ., Penrith ; King, Miss A rd, x. , Bolton ; ; Lounds, 
Miss N. M. E., Grantham ; Lowe, Miss M ; On Leicester ; Muir, A . <> WS Needham, iss 
L, Manchester ; Peart, Miss O. M , Hounslow ; Phillips, W. H., Canin: Pritchard, Miss N., Man- 
chester ; a D., Lambeth ; Smith, F. W., Portsmouth ; Steward, ‘A. , Stott, Miss E. M., 

: r, H., + 1. Thurlow, Miss O. H., Durham ; Vickery, F. YF Croydon ; Walsh, 
in ; Warwick, Miss W. E., Birming ham ; Wood, Miss E., Ne rt, Mon.; Wood, 
Miss G., Wood, H. G., Wright, P. Glasgow ; ates, F., Bolton. 


SECTION 11.—ELEMENTARY BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
46 Candidates sat - Honours none, Merits 1, Passes 21. 


MERIT.—Carr, Miss L. M., Croydon. 
PASSES.—Ames, J. E., East Ham ; Atkinson, F., Warrington ; Barnes, F. 
i Glasgow ; Bertie, ‘0. B., Aberystwyth ; Blackburn, R. H., Chorley ; 
M., Times Book Club, London ; Harrod, L  M a ee Healing, Miss W. J., Hove ; 
Leeds; McV. ean, Miss K. Glasgow ; Partridge, R., Ber- 
Miss V: M., Bath; Raberigon, H. JS Smethwick, Rutter, S. J., Battersea ; 
D., St. Maryicbone Taylor, Miss Coventry ; Tillie, Miss H. A., Chiswick ; 

Woodhams, Miss I., Maidstone. 


SECTION I11.—CLASSIFICATION. 
95 Candidates sat - Honours none, Merits none, Passes 59. 
PASSES.—Adams, Miss C. C., Glasgow; Ashworth, Miss M., Birkenhead; Atkinson, F., 
Warrington ; Bayley, A. E., Manchester ; Bennett, B., Bournemouth ; Bo les, G. T., Smethwick ; 
Bryant, E. S. A., Bournemouth ; Collett, ¥ J., Newport, Mon. ; Donkin, Miss W. C., Newcastle ; 
Dowdy, Miss A. 4 Ipswich ; Edwards, W Abe twyth ; Evans, Miss G., Bridgend ; Evans, 
Miss N. M., Portsmouth ; Ferguson Miss C. S., G iW ; ‘Forfar, Miss E. M., py me Gee, 
Miss M., Birkenhead ; German. J., Bristol ; ‘Goodwin, Miss A . M., Birmingham ; wood, 


222 Tue Lrsrary Worip 


es Warrington ; Hall, Miss E. M., Portsmouth ; Hamilton, Miss A. G., Glasgow ; Hampton, 
Bermondsey; Hardy, Miss M. F. Birmingham ; Glasgow ; Leighton, Miss 
, Manchester ; oe 4 Miss E. M., "shegield McDonald, Miss J.G , Glasgow ; Marsland, H., 
| he rey Martin, S. W., Lambeth ; "Moore, Miss H. M., Cape Town ; Morris, Miss A., Bolton : 
Norbury, Miss B., Manchester ; Norris, Miss 'D. M., Birmingham ; 4k Miss E., Liverpool : 
unr. liss E. Bus Cheltenham ; Pilcher, E. T., Portsmouth ; Pottinger, M » Gee Glasgow ; Rowsell, 
, Exeter Roy, A. S., Ballymena ; Rust, A. H., likley ; ury, N. C., Cambes 
Shepherd, M , Bolton ; Simpson, E., Sheffield ; Simpson, + — , Worthing ; k, J. W., 
Battersea ; Stokes, Miss E.., Coventry ; Thorold, Miss PD. M., pew wich ; ‘Tipping, » Manchester ; 
Todd, Miss E. M., Liverpool 5 Tompkins, H. C., Hornsey ; ae, Mi Liverpool ; Wells, 
G. R., Wimbledon ; Wells, Miss N. E., Bath; Wilding, 'N. W. , London Library ; Wilkinson, 
L. H., Newcastle-on-Tyne ; Williams, E. 'S., Durham ; Willis, Miss M. J., Birmingham ; Woodham, 
Miss N. L., Winchester ; Woodhouse, D. Za Manchester. 


SECTION IV.—CATALOGUING. 
80 Candidates sat - Honours none, Merits none, Passes 55. 


PASSES.—Allison, Miss M. S., Glasgow; Archibald, Miss E. M., Liverpool ; fotee, ©. 
St. Andrews ; Austin, Miss M. F., Sheffield ; Bebbington, yi Bolton ; Blackman, fe j.R , Read- 
ing ; Bletcher, E., Sheffield ; Brooks, % 2 Glasgow ; Brown, T., Edinburgh ; Camplin, Miss 
Bethnal Green ; Chorlton, Miss J. , Manchester ; Cockburn, y W., Edinburgh ; Copping, 
Miss C. F. M., Darlington ; Darbey, Cc... ” Wolverhampton ; Davies, Miss M., Ruthin ; Edwards, 
, Aberystwyth; Fox, Miss W., Worthing ; Fry, J., Bath; Glasgow Gorman, 
., Bradford ; Graham, D., Glasgow ; Haines, P. E., Watford ; Halsall, V. R., Bolton ; Hancock, 
D., Sheffield ; Johnson, Miss D. M., Birmingham ; Lendrem, Miss P. M., Wakefield ;’ McClellan, 

Tottenham ; Madders, Miss E., Manchester ; Manson, Miss E., ohannesburg ; Mars. 


A. W., 

A.L. , Westminster ; Matthews, Miss C. M., Wolverhampton ; Michel, C. , Leeds ; Micklewright, 
G. R., Chesterfield ; Moore, Miss H. M., Cape Town ; Mundy, Miss C. M. & ’ Bath ; Panchen, Miss 
Aberyutwyth ; F. Robertshaw, E., Bradford ; Ross, Miss 
M. asgow Battersea Smith, E Croydon ; Somers, B., Stanswood, 
Miss C. D., Tait, A. Glasg ‘OW Thompson, Miss S. M. 4 Birming- 
ham ; Thorold, Miss D. M., “Walford, A. Stoke ke Newinguoa V Walker, J. M., "Sheffield ; 
Watt, Glasbow Wilson, Miss W. C., Norwich Portsmouth ; Winter- 


RC ., Brentford ; Wood, A.G., Bolton ; Wright, Miss M., ‘Plumstead 


SECTION V.—LIBRARY ORGANISATION. 
78 Candidates sat - H none, Merits 1, Passes 25. 


MERIT.—Wise, Miss C., Cheltenham. 
PASSES.—Batchelor, R . A., Wallasey; Blackburn, R. H., Chorley; Burbridge, Miss A. E., 
; Dowdy, Miss A. C., Ipswich ; Fitzsimons, J., Belfast : Gardner, F. M., Sheffield ; Gee, 
Miss J., be as Gray, H. c.. Whitechapel ; Hiles, C. R., Preston ; Hoskins, J. E., Bridgend: 
acksom, G. Leeds ; Leather, Southport; ‘Leechman, Miss N. , Croydon Macbeth, 
iss H. qt McLean, Miss M. , Glasgow ; Merriott, Miss L. =. Coventry ; ; Mullett, 
Miss E., a Redmond, Miss B., eile: Roberts, Miss A. M., Liverpool; Russ, Miss E. A., 
Bath ; Shaw, Miss M. A., Preston ; Stuffins, H. J., Chester ; Turner, G . O., Bournemouth ; West, 
Miss E. K. , Croydon ; Williams, Miss G ., Aberystwyth. 


SECTION VI.—LIBRARY ROUTINE. 
141 Candidates sat - Honours none, Merits none, Passes 57. 


PASSES.—Allday, Miss O M., Birmingham ; Barrett, Miss M., Glasgow; Beckett, Miss 
W. M., Lowestoft ; Bragg, J., Stepney; Brecknell, Miss E., Coldicott, Miss K. M., Hereford ; 
Connolley, Miss E. M., Manchester; Corbett, Miss P. T. M., St. Marylebone; Cox, C. S., 
Croxall, T. G., Leicester ; Daft, Miss P. M., Leeds ; Davies, i? Dovey, Miss B. M., Dunn, Miss 
Wa. Bee Birmingham ; Edwards, C., Sheffield ; Fergusson, M., Bath; Forsyth, .W 
Edinburgh ; Garton, Miss L. M., Portsmouth ; Gough, Miss E. -" Bolton ; Halsall, V. R., 
Bolton ; ; Harding, Miss D., Tunbridge Wells ; Haugh, Ww. S., Liverpool ; Higenbottam, F., Leigh, 
Lanes. ; Hill, Miss A. B., Hill, Miss D. B., Birmingham : Howell, Miss E. E., Bridgend ; Humphreys, 
R. S., Liverpool ; Keightley, L. J. A., Croydon; Lee, Miss B. I., Bolton; McGill, Miss H. M., 
Manchester ; McGill, Miss J. A., Glasgow ; Mensforth, Miss M. E., "Iikley ; Newsom, R., Sheffield ; 
Ogden, Miss M., Manchester ; Paton, W. B., Glasgow ; Payne, Miss E.., Portsmouth ; Pottinger, 
M.C. Ns ge Price, Miss N. M., Birmingham ; Richardson, Miss E. A., ’ Cheltenham ; Roxb 
Miss K. , Newcastle-on- -Tyne; Sayers, Miss P., os Sharkey, Miss K. M., Lowesto’ 


Sherw Huddersfield ; Shorthouse, Miss I. M., ngham ; Smith, C. G. $., Ipswich ; 
Straughan, fiss M., Darlington ; H. J., Thirsk, Miss B. M., Thompson, C. H., 
Birmingham ; Thomson, Miss A , Glasgow ; ‘Turner, A. E., Charlton ; Walker, L., New- 


castle-on- Tyne j Webb, Miss N. x: Brighton ; White, M., Wilkinson, E., Bradford; Wilson, 
., Burnley; Wilson, Miss M., Islington. 


Library Association 

LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES BRANCH. 
Tue February meeting was a joint one with the Association of Assistant 
Librarians, and was held at the Southlands Branch Library, Battersea, 
on February 13th. Mr. A. Webb, President of the A.A.L., presided 


over a very good attendance, and two useful ao were read, one 
by Mr. Seymour Smith (Bethnal Green) on “A Union Catalogue of 


. 
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London Libraries,” the other by Mr. John Warner (Newport) on 
“ Modern Bookbinding Leathers and Book Papers.” 

Mr. Smith outlined the steps that had been taken towards getting 
a “ Union Catalogue of London Libraries” compiled, resulting in 
the setting up of a joint committee of the two Associations to deal 
with the matter. He spoke of the principles on which this committee 
were working, and showed the importance of such a catalogue being 
prepared. It would be of enormous help to students who were at 

resent in ignorance of the wealth of the stock of London Libraries. 

€ gave many instances and examples as to the usefulness of such a 
catalogue. He pointed out that the British Museum was already 
overcrowded and that readers had to work elsewhere; also man 
readers could only work after 6 p.m., at which hour the Britis 
Museum closed. Much fuller use would be made of books if the 
catalogue was in existence. Mr. Smith dealt in detail with the method 
of compilation and said that all that was necessary was an Author 
Catalogue in short entry form. It was safest to catalogue all books 
in the various libraries, as sele&tion was beset with difficulties, while 
special editions of works were often called for. A general editor 
would colle& the slips from the various libraries and provide help 
for those libraries unable to do the work entirely themselves. He 
gave details of the working of the scheme and showed how it could 
gtadually be built up card by card. 

The paper provoked an interesting discussion. 

Mr. Warner then read his paper. He said that no real research 
work had been undertaken since the Report of the Royal Society of 
Arts Committee on leather for book binding issued in 1901. A report 
was issued in 1910 by a commission of the German Association of 
Librarians, which in general agreed with the Society of Arts Report. 
By 1914 the position was so unsatisfactory and leathers of library 
books generally showed such signs of deterioration that in 1914 the 
A.L.A. issued its recommendations intended to combat the statement 
of a library binder that leather was the proper material to bind books. 
Summed up they were :— 

1. Always use leather on books which are to receive hard 


usage. 
2. aoe use leather on books which will be seldom used. 
3. In case of doubt give preference to cloth. 

In 1926 a paper on “ Polluted atmosphere a factor in the deteriora- 
tion of bookbinding leather,” by three American chemists, was pub- 
lished (Messrs. Veitch, Frey and Leinbach), which gave results of 
tests carried out by them, giving also much important data of use to 
librarians. This paper ought to be more widely known by librarians 
than it is, for it was an epoch-making contribution to the subje@. 
Mr. Warner dealt in detail with this report. Discussing the question 
why modern leathers only showed signs of serious decay when both 
old and recent leathers had been subjeéted to the same atmosphere. 
Messrs. Veitch and Co. ascribed this to the fa& that the older leathers 
showed a lower acidity owing to most of them having had a varnish- 
like glaze finish, which was a proteétion against atmosphere. Mr. 
Warner then dealt with the leathers recommended by the Royal 
Society of Arts Report—goat, seal, pig, calf, and also with the terms 
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“ morocco ” and “ niger leather,” used so loosely to-day, as well as 
with other skins used in bookbinding. He also discussed the tanning 
and dyeing of leathers. Concluding his paper, Mr. Warner made a 
few remarks upon the composition of the various papers used for 
tinting books, and called attention to the valuable activities of the 
ternational Institute of Intellectual Co-operation at Geneva in this 
matter. 
An interesting discussion ensued, and the meeting terminated 
with the usual votes of thanks. N.C.P. 


Library Association Membership 
Campaign 
AN APPEAL FOR THE SUPPORT OF MEMBERS. 


To the Library Association the door of opportunity has been thrown 
open wide. It is now possible as never before to unite the lib 
forces of the country, be they of State, Municipal, University, Indus- 
trial, County, Semi-public or other Status. e support afforded 
by the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust has made it possible to move 
in the direGtion of unity: of making the Library Association the one 
body for a// library aétivities. 

Our acceptance of the Trust’s generosity, acknowl so 
heartily at the Annual Conference, carries with it a duty on the part 
of every member of doing everything possible to increase the member- 
os the Association. There are many Librarians, their Deputies 

Assistants, not yet in membership of the Association; many of 
the smaller institutions to whom opportunity is now afforded of 
joining forces with the movement at a rate of subscription well within 
their resources. In all parts of the country there must be known to 
Librarians many cwners of = libraries, and others interested 
in bibliographical matters. ¢ Membership Committee would like 
to have knowledge of all these so that they may be invited to help 
forward more rapidly what has been for years one of our chief objeés 
as a Chartered Association — “To unite all persons en, or 
interested in Library work by holding Conferences and Meetings for 
the discussion of bibliographical questions and matters i 
Libraries or their regulation or management or otherwise.” 

Mr. Keeling, the General Secretary, is compiling a list of potential 
members, and what members are asked to do is not only to send the 
names of likely candidates for membership (institution or individual) 
to him, but to use their personal influence in securing large additions 
to our ranks. A circular of information has been prepared and will 
be sent at once to all whose names and addresses are supplied to 
Mr. Keeling. 

The Membership Committee of the Council have a huge task 
in front of them if the membership of the Association is to be brought 
up to what is in their minds at the moment—the 3,000 mark. They 
invite the help of every member in making the Membership Campaign 


a success. 
oHN W. SINGLETON, Chairman, Membership Committee. 
RNEST A. SavaGE, Hon. Secretary. 
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SOSPELS (3/6 vet) 


WARD ROBINSON, 


> your shelves. Give dae 


White for full te 


'W.H.SMITHeSON | 


Library Showroom: Extrante 


| i STRAND HOUSE, PORTUGAL | 
STREET, LONDON, W.C.2 


—eBrighter 
| COMMENTARY..(7/6 net) found the Showroens 
With Introdu@ions to each Book Smith & Son. 
~ of the Bible; aid about 23,000 
~ P= 376 Edited by 
REY. C, BUIRWIN, DD. seady fot Libeary use, 
Gen, Bd. Religious Society. “and! attractive. styles, in 
Makes clear the meating-of :fine® gold leaf, as ugder 
Sceiptures and in application WHY YOU SHOULD: TRY 
“time: chat- this" Commentary—the $8 
Edited by the Rev. A. R. Bucks. be® natterialand skilled 
. ~ the case of Leather and Buckram” 
PELOUBET’S BIBLE the edges am sprinkled. 
DICTIONARY ~(10/6 net) if ‘Bocks in these ftyles camabwags he 
have large Stocks of tithes wheteshe 
Alice “Adams, MCA, not warcane litting—-we therefore” 
2 | Supplied in a fine range Gf oolour 
|, HARMONY OF THE FOUR ries 
The Religious Tract 
4 BOUVERIE ST., LONBOM, EA. 


Economical Bookbinding and 
Book Supply for Public 
County and School 
Libraries 


WE have bound books for lending libraries for 

over forty years. We were the first firm to 
deal specially and widely with public library book- 
binding and we are doing an annually increasing 
business. 


Bookbinding done at a low price is not necessarily 
cheap. True economy is proved by the number of 
issues the book lasts in a clean and sound condition. 


We paper-—lined the folds of weak paper over 20 
years ago,—and still do. (At least 80% of modern 
papers need this treatment.) 


Very stiff, thick papers of which many juvenile books 
are composed we album-joint the leaves with a double 
guard—at no extra cost. 


It is a well known fact that a book bound by Chivers 
will give the service of two at no extra cost. 


Prices and particulars of leather and cloth bindings 
will be sent by return of post. A catalogue of 8,000 
fiction and juvenile books so bound, sent free on 
application. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 


BOOKBINDERS PORTWAY, BATH 
& BOOKSELLERS ENGLAND 


inted by FRANK JUCKES, LTD., 30-31 Moland Street, Birmingham 
and Published” ‘oe the Proprietors by GRAFTON & CO., 51 Great Russell Street, Londen, w.c.l 


